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Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 16th January 2019 at 4.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Mae Sexton, Leas Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell,





Joe Flaherty,  Gerard Hagan, Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, 



Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly and Gerry Warnock.
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.





Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.
APOLOGIES


Councillors Luie McEntire and Paul Ross.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor G. Warnock seconded the suspension of Standing Orders.

Vote of Sympathy.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to Maura, Peter, Joe and Emily Kelly and the extended Kelly family on the death of Peter, former Councillor and T.D.
All members of the Council associated themselves with the vote of sympathy and many tributes were paid to Peter.  

Mr. P. Mahon, Chief Executive, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the County Council associated himself with the vote of sympathy.

A silent prayer was said for Peter.

The Meeting adjourned for fifteen minutes.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor P. O’Toole seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, the Minutes of Finance Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 19th November 2018, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes of Budget Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 26th  November 2018, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 12th December 2018, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2018.

Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor G. Farrell seconded that a further email be forwarded to Minister Ross regarding the provisions of the Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2018 which came into effect on October 26 2018 – which they consider is too strict.
Councillors Mulleady and Farrell requested that the law be reviewed in the context of rural areas in the country.

It was also agreed that the issue be referred to the Joint Policing Committee.

Councillor M. Carrigy briefed the members regarding the Local Link services available in the County.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS

The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 14th November 2018, as circulated, were noted.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that no Public Liability Claims were received during December 2018.
NOAC 2017 Performance Indicators Report -  circulated.
J. McKeon gave a comprehensive presentation on the NOAC 2017 Performance Indicators Report under the following categories  and replied to queries raised -

· Housing.

· Roads.

· Water.

· Waste/Environment

· Planning

· Fire Services.

· Library / Recreation.

· Youth/Community.

· Corporate

· Finance

· Economic Development.

The members welcomed the report and paid compliment to the executive on the excellent work being carried out in all sections in the Local Authority.
Councillor P. Nolan suggested that a Reception be held for the Library and Fire Service personnel.  This request to be considered further by the Corporate Policy Group.

Notice of Motion.

Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Browne and seconded by Councillor P. Brady         -

“ I call on Longford County Council to write to Eoghan Murphy, Minster for 
Housing, Planning and Local Government, to have the conditions amended under the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Application, so as to remove the qualification necessity to be
a first buyer.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Murphy outlining the details of Councillor Browne’s Motion.
Revision to Directorate Functional Responsibilities in Longford County Council.

P. Mahon gave details regarding revision to Directorate Functional Responsibilities.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Minutes of meeting of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee held on the 4th September 2018. 
The adopted  Minutes of meeting of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee held on the 4th September 2018, as circulated, were noted. 

Minutes of meeting of Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee held on the 20th September 2018

The adopted Minutes of meeting of Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee held on the 20th September 2018, as circulated, were noted. 
Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 3 The Demesne, Longford to Noel & Anne Gurn.

On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to the disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 3 The Demesne, Longford to 

Noel & Anne Gurn in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 17th December 2018.
Notice of Motion.

Collection of Refuse.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor  G. Warnock -

'That Longford County Council will move to seek framework tenders for the collection of refuse from its tenants, as Limerick Local Authorities have done.'
J. Brannigan stated that the Presentation of Waste Bye-laws have recently completed a period of public consultation. The Bye-laws place an onus on households to demonstrate how they dispose of their waste. The waste shall not be presented to any person other than to an authorised waste collector.   In addition Longford County Council will explore other mechanism to deal directly with waste produced by Local Authority tenants.

It was agreed that Councillor Butler’s Motion be referred to the Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee for consideration.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES,CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the December meeting of the Council was noted.
Minutes of meeting of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic Committee held on the 16th October 2018.
The adopted Minutes of meeting of Planning and Development and Cultural Strategic 
Committee held on the 16th October 2018, as circulated, were noted.

Revised Polling Scheme.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Revised Polling Scheme, as circulated.

B. Heslin stated that every effort will be made, as far as practical, for voters to cast their votes in the Polling Stations where they have always voted.

Modernisation of Electoral Registration Process – Public Consultation.

Documentation regarding the modernisation of Electoral Registration Process was circulated with the Agenda for the meeting.
It was noted that the closing date for submissions is the 15th March and Barbara encouraged the members to make submissions, as part of the public consultations process.

Part 8 Report  -  Industrial Unit at Lisnamuck.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor P. Brady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of 
the 

construction of an Industrial Unit at Lisnamuck, IDA Business Park, Ballinalee Road, Longford, as circulated.

Political Donations.

Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities.

It was noted that completed Annual Donation Statements should be returned to the 

Meetings Administrator before 31st January 2019.
Notices of Motions.

Shop Front Enhancement Grant Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor  G. Farrell  -

“I call on Longford County Council to introduce a Shop Front Enhancement grant scheme to help businesses throughout the county.   As rate payers, they contribute significant funds to the local authority.”
B. Heslin stated that the Business Incentive Scheme sub-committee is currently looking at an addendum to the existing BIS Scheme that will incorporate supports specifically designed for the retail sector. Longford County Council recognises the particular challenges faced by the retail sector and believes that support for compliant rate payers in this sector is warranted. The proposed addendum to the scheme will be presented to the next meeting of the Economic SPC for its consideration.
LIADH BUILDING.
Barbara provided an update on Longford County Council's plans regarding LIADH - formally known as the Providers Building - and the provision of an innovation and digital hub in Longford town.  

Following a detailed review of the options available to the Council and based on a cost benefit analysis, it has been decided that the most appropriate option is to demolish the existing building and build a new custom designed building which will meet the Council's vision and requirements.  The design of the building will incorporate the elements previously outlined to the Members including exhibition space, digital hub, hot desking, possible cafe and meeting space.  

Responsibility for delivering this project will rest with the Regeneration Team in consultation and cooperation with the relevant stakeholders.  Work will commence as soon as is possible on progressing the project and the relevant procurement processes.

The Elected Members unanimously supported the decision and said that this was a unique opportunity to provide an iconic building for the town and support the regeneration of the area.

MEETING DATES.
The following arrangements for Longford County Council meetings until the 2019 Local Elections were agreed  -

· February/March Meetings of Longford County Council combined – Meeting Date 

6th March.

· April/May Meetings of Longford County Council combined  -  Meeting Date 

1st May.

GENERAL.
Correspondence – circulated.

Local Authority Elected Members Role and Remuneration Review –

Letter dated 13th December 2017 received from Local Government Oversight and Governance Section, Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, regarding survey to be completed by members of Local Authorities was noted.
Notices of Motions.
Intervention for Beef.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy, on behalf of Councillor P. Ross, and seconded by Councillor  P. Brady  -

“I call on Minister for Agriculture Food and the Marine, Mr. Michael Creed, T.D., to introduce intervention for beef to underpin the beef price from its current non profitable 

level .”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Creed.

TRAINING.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
Vote of Congratulations.

A vote of congratulations was extended to Councillor Ross and his wife, Jenny, on the birth of their baby son.

Best Wishes.

Best wishes for a speedy recovery were extended to Mary Cooney, Deirdre Matthews and Brian Ross following their recent accidents.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

6th March 2019.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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